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CHAPTER  XXIX.
THE   INVASION OF  THE  CRIMEA. 1854.
ENGLAND and France had gone forth to aid the Sultan 1854 in driving the Russians out of the Principalities. Austria had taken the invaders in the rear with an army of observation, and had summoned the Czar to withdraw. But at this moment two events occurred which achieved the object of the three Powers without engaging any of their armies. The celebrated fortress of Silistria was the key of the situation ; until it had been reduced or masked no Russian army could venture upon an invasion of Turkey. General Paskic-vich accordingly laid siege to the fortress with extraordinary vigour in the middle of May. Perhaps with merely Ottoman commanders the garrison might have surrendered ; but it happened that two young English officers, Butler and Nas-myth, had thrown themselves into the beleaguered city and had inspired the defenders with a zeal and enthusiasm that no skill of Russian engineers could quench. Silistria was saved ; the Czar's army drew off; and as if to shew that it was 23 June not only in siege works that the Turks were a match for their enemy, the Ottoman troops, headed by half a dozen British officers, followed the Russians, over the Danube at Giurgevo, and thus achieved the object for which two nations had sent forth their armies and a third had begun to advance. By the second week of July the cause of war had been removed ; the Russians were in retreat, and nothing remained but to make an honourable peace and ship the troops back to England and France.
It was hard  for the Czar to be forced to hear that his